I. Issues that Occur Mainly Pre-Insemination/Conception:

Why are we each wanting to become parents? Are the reasons compatible? 

Personal & family medical history? What medical tests are necessary? 

What issues (see rest of entire page) are non-negotiable for each of us? 

What is the role of current/future lovers in this relationship? 

Are we personally compatible (by whatever standards/processes appropriate)? 

What previous experiences with/exposure to kids? 

Do we want a written agreement? What will it include? Covenant/contract? 

What are the ways that we can change any agreements that we make? 

Who has the best health plan & how to use it? 

Nutrition/fertility issues we need to agree upon? 

Issues about lifestyle/drugs/alcohol/sex practices we need to agree upon? 

What are our respective decision-making styles; do we need to adjust? 

When we have conflicts, how have we (past)/will we (future) handle them? 

Financial responsibility and expenses during this time? 

What kind of insemination/conception practices will we follow? Use a doctor? 

Assuming things work, is a second child important to either? 

[Note: Any issue listed below could also be listed as an issue in this section, because it may need to be discussed and worked out prior to conception, even though it will actually appear later] 

II. Issues that Occur Mainly From Conception to Birth:

Whether/how to divide financial responsibilities during pregnancy. 

How will we share responsibility (illness, inability to do certain things, etc.)? 

What medical tests will be performed during pregnancy? 

What to do if there are medical problems? When is abortion appropriate? 

What are the options for birth, participation by the father, midwife, etc? 

Will the father have a role in pregnancy/birth training? Name on birth certificate? 

III. Issues that Occur Mainly From Birth to ???

Whether/how to divide financial responsibilities. 

Whether/how to divide time responsibilities. 

How to handle differences in personal & child raising styles? Nutrition stuff? 

Ideas and values about child care, day care & education? 

How to respond if child is not perfect(with the variety of meanings that has)? 

What will the living arrangements be? What if one parent wants to move? 

How to divide responsibility for child raising/discipline? 

How to handle religion/spiritual issues? Issues around choosing a name? 

How to handle differences in values/politics? Conflict resolution? 

What is the role of current/future lovers in this relationship? Priorities? 

What is the role of each of our families of origin in the life of the child? 

What is the line of succession if one of us dies or is incapacitated? 

Are there any issues around drugs/alcohol/cigarettes, or addictions? 

Do we need to make any commitments about sex practices? 

How compatible are our social communities?

